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This booklet is a vital guide as you plan and prepare for your Launch experience.  We expect each participant to read the material, and hope it will answer many of your questions as you look forward to overseas ministry.  Please be sure to bring this booklet with you on the trip.
I.
PHILOSOPHY
Launch trips to SYME are designed to help prepare college-age young people and adults of all ages for a life of service to the Lord. We believe that dedicated Christians who are trained and given opportunities to use their talents and abilities for Jesus Christ can make a great impact on our world for His glory. Launch will prepare them for the task of evangelism and discipleship through a combination of classroom teaching and actual field experience. They will make challenging discoveries as they spend time in the Word of God learning practical Biblical principles for life. They will see exciting results as they put into practice the things they have learned. Also, by going to an area of the world that is unfamiliar to them, they will be challenged with the needs of the world and an encouragement to those who are currently ministering there.

II.
PURPOSE
A. Evangelism of the people with whom we are ministering.

B. Discipleship of the people who go as participants and those with whom we are ministering.

C. Encouragement of the missionaries, pastors and people in Asia. This could include teaching, working on projects as well as assisting in various tasks.

III.
PREPARATION
Non-Discrimination Statement: Acceptance and participation in the Launch program are the same for everyone without regard to race, color, national origin or gender.

A. Request for Application – A Launch/SYME application may be requested by mail, (WOL Launch, PO Box 600, Schroon Lake, NY 12870) e-mail (launch@wol.org), by phone (518) 494-6362) or by going to the Word of Life SYME website (www.wolsyme.com) and downloading the appliction in MS Word. An application packet can be sent by mail or by e-mail and will include:
1. An introductory letter to the Launch program

2. Application letter

3. Application

4. Our Statement of Faith and Standard of Conduct (SOF/SOC)

5. Reference forms:

1.) Pastor
2.) Church Leader
3.) Employer/friend

B. Complete Application and References – The application process cannot proceed until all the forms are completed and returned along with the $25 processing fee.  This processing fee is not tax deductible; is non transferable and non refundable; and can not be taken from your support money. Your application is not complete without your picture.
C. Acceptance – After your completed application, SOF/SOC, references and processing fee are received; your file will be reviewed. Upon being approved a budget will be prepared. Your acceptance packet will include:
1. Confirmation form with budget 
2. Acceptance letter

3. SYME Taiwan handbook

4. Support raising handbook
5. Word of Life Health and Activity Record form* – Two duplicate copies of the health form should be carried with you to the field – one should be given to your supervisor in the field, the other should be carried on you. It is necessary to let the office know if your medical insurance coverage is effective outside the USA.
6. Release of claims form* – In filling out the back of this form please be sure that your witnesses are not  members of your immediate family.
7. Passport* - A copy of your passport photo/signature page must be on file in the office.

8. Expense Report
*These forms must be completed and returned to the office.

D.
Legal Name Required - It is required that you use your full legal name (no nicknames or shortened versions) for passports, visas, airline tickets, etc. These items are checked frequently when traveling internationally.

E.
Raising Prayer and Financial Support – We ask that all who come to SYME Taiwan put together a list of 25-50 people who promise to pray for you while you are in Taiwan and with whom you will be corresponding regularly.  Keep a record of names and addresses (if possible, e-mail addresses will work best).  Please refer to the Support Raising Handbook for other assistance in this area.

F.
Read a book about Taiwanese/Chinese culture 

Many missions have lists of books they believe would help their new missionaries understand Taiwan.  Here is a shortened version compiled from these lists.  

Culture
Harmony in Conflict, by Richard Hartzell.  The subtitle to this book is “Adaptation to Life in Present Day Chinese Society”.  It was written in 1988 and is fairly up to date.

The Chinese Looking Glass, by Dennis Bloodworth.  Includes a history, facets of the Chinese character, and background to Chinese customs and traditions.

My Country, My Culture, by Lin Yu-Tang.  This is somewhat out of date but still gives a good background.

The House of Lim, by Margery Wolf.  This too is getting old, but has good insights.

Religion
Taiwanese Customs and Superstitions, by Albrecht and Go.  This book covers all the major religious festivals in Taiwan, as well as a detailed description of Taiwanese customs concerning marriage, birth, and death.

Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors, by David Jordon.  This book is twenty-five years old and is written by a non-Christian.  The reason it is recommended is because it deals exclusively with the “average” Chinese approach to traditional Chinese religion.

History
Formosa:  A Study in Chinese History, by W.G. Goddard.  This gives a history of Taiwan from earliest times until the 1980s.

Taichung City Information and Tourism 
http://webeng.tccg.gov.tw/
Taiwan Fun, Compass Magazine History
http://www.taiwanfun.com/central/taichung/
Taiwan, GIO English 
http://www.gio.gov.tw/ct.asp?xItem=31630&CtNode=2410&mp=807
Taiwan Weather Bureau
Taiwan weather bureau

http://www.cwb.gov.tw/eng/index.htm
Great Image of Taiwan
http://taiwanimage.gio.gov.tw/en/index/html
G.
Check out the school website – (www.wolsyme.com) for photos and information about the school.
IV.
STIPEND/SALARY

A. Stipend/personal spending monies are sent ahead and given out on a monthly basis in New Taiwan Dollars (Taiwan currency) to each individual. Funds being raised for this expense can be budgeted for, but are not required. If sufficient funds are not raised to cover a stipend– these monies will NOT be dispersed.
B. Salary – This would apply to those going on trips of over 4 months and is defined as funds that are given to a Launch participant to be spent as his/her discretion and that exceeds $600 per calendar year.  These funds will be subject to New York pall roll taxes.  

(a) At least 1 month prior to departure for the field pay roll forms must be completed and returned to the Launch office.

(b) These funds are directly deposited into your personal bank account by-weekly.  

V.
PASSPORT
To go overseas you must have a valid passport (with remaining validity of at least 6 months).   For the most up-to-date information check the website: http://www.travel.state.gov/passport/get/fees/fees.

Your passport must be signed.  If you do not have a passport the first thing you should do is APPLY FOR A PASSPORT. You must have this for international travel. DON'T DELAY. Apply for your passport now. It usually takes about three weeks (possibly up to two months) to obtain one. Passports can be obtained in a few places with “one day” service if you are willing to walk it through.  This may be worth asking about if you are in a bind for time.  Here is how you do it ‑ Application Procedure:
U.S. CITIZENS
A. If this is your first passport you must apply in person. Go to the nearest U.S. courthouse for information (or check with your post office if you are a long way from a courthouse). There is a passport form to fill out. You will need the following:

1. Proof of citizenship - If born in the USA this must be a certified birth certificate. If born outside the USA, take your certificate of naturalization or citizenship.
2. Photographs - Provide two identical passport photographs, 2" x 2", taken within the past six months. These cannot be regular snapshots but must meet the requirements outlined on the passport application form. There are places such as AAA, 1 hour photo shops or a passport agency that specialize in doing passport pictures.
3. Proof of identity - This is something which contains a physical description or photograph and a signature of the applicant, such as a driver's license. In lieu of this, an applicant may be accompanied by an adult witness who has known the applicant for at least two years and has adequate identification.
4. Fee - The cost of a U.S. passport is $75 if over 16 years old. In addition to the passport fee there is a $30 execution fee. You will need two separate money orders or checks. One will need to be made to “Passport Service” for the cost of the passport and the other check to the “Clerk of Courts” for $30.

B. If you previously held a passport which was issued after your sixteenth birthday and has now expired, you may apply by mail for a new passport and your cost will be $75. You do not need to pay the $30 execution fee. However, you will need to apply on a pink form DSP‑82, which you may obtain from any office that accepts passport applications.
C. If you previously held a passport but are under 16 years of age and your passport has now expired, you must apply in person as in paragraph one of item A above. The cost is $75, plus the $30 execution fee.
D. When you receive your passport, immediately SIGN YOUR NAME in the space provided. It is not valid until you sign it. Keep it in a safe place and bring it with you. Once you have been accepted please send us a signed photocopy of the picture page and signature page after you have signed it.
       E.
U.S. passport is valid for 10 years for adults over 18.

CANADIAN CITIZENS
A. Pick up application forms at any local post office.

B. If you are in the Toronto or Ottawa, Ontario area, go to one of the passport offices and submit the completed forms. Otherwise, mail your completed application, your birth certificate, $85 (Canadian) money order or certified check payable to The Receiver General of Canada, The Passport Office, Department of External Affairs, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.

C. You must have a “guarantor” who will complete a section of the application form to be submitted with your application.

D. A Canadian passport will be valid for five years.

VI.
VISA
A visa is a permit from a foreign government to let you enter and visit their country. It is usually a stamped entry in your passport or a separate card issued by the country's embassies or consulates in the United States.  Visa applications 
for Taiwan can be obtained from the Launch office.  Please make sure to apply for the visa within 60 days of departure.  Your visa will be good for 3 years with multiple re-entry.  
VII.
 
RAISING YOUR LAUNCH FUNDS
Being part of a short term missions trip is a step of faith. Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him.” If we are in His will, by faith we believe that He will enable us to raise the funds for this missionary trip.

A. How much do I need?

1. Basic cost of the trip ($825 per month plus plane ticket). The cost of your trip may include the following:
a. Airfare at the current rate when the trip is planned. Once the ticket is purchased, your budget will be adjusted to reflect the actual airfare.
b. Ground transportation 
c. Food and lodging on the foreign field
d. Short term missionary insurance
e. Stipend/Salary (see section IV)
f. WOL 12% administration fee
2.
Reimbursable expenses. Once the “basic cost of the trip” (stated above) is raised and additional funds have come in, you may be reimbursed for other trip related expenses. You will be required to complete an Expense Report and attach a receipt for each item. These might include: gasoline (not mileage), passport fee, visa fee, postage, stationery, etc. These reimbursable items are limited to what we have listed on a pre-printed expense form which is enclosed in your acceptance package. Note: There is a 12% Word of Life Administration fee deducted from all additional funds raised beyond the basic cost of the trip.

3.
Personal spending money. This is always your preference.  You may want to consider the following: Within walking distance of SYME you can purchase snacks and food items.  Fast food is also available at McDonalds, Starbucks, or KFC. Many Taiwan restaurants also serve western meals.  You may want to buy souvenirs, post cards, postage stamps, film, etc.  Remember if you have the funds in your Launch account you will be receiving a stipend to cover your weekend meals, (Friday evening thru Monday evening) transportation, and normal amenities.  
4.
Type of Currency. VISA, MasterCard or Discover are not accepted at most places.  Local Banks will exchange currency for a small fee. ATM machines are found all over the city where you can use your U.S. credit cards with a pin number; but only give New Taiwan Dollar, not US dollars.   All staff members are competent to help with getting New Taiwan Dollars and US money if you have any questions!  We suggest that you bring U.S. cash.  Travelers checks or Personal Checks are not recommended since they are difficult to get cashed or exchanged.  American dollars are not accepted for business transactions in Taiwan so all money needs be exchanged for New Taiwan dollars.  

5.
Money belt. We suggest that you use a money belt that fits under your clothing to keep your money secure. 
6.
It is suggested that you make 2 photocopies – front and back – of credit cards, driver’s license and other documents that you will be carrying with you to the field. Be sure to duplicate the emergency/theft contact numbers with each copy.  One copy of each should be left at home and the other copy should be with you on the field, but not in the same place as the originals.   

B. How will the Support Funds be handled? - An individual project code will be assigned to you at Word of Life Headquarters in Pottersville, New York. All money is donated solely to Word of Life and financial disbursement is at the discretion of Word of Life. All monies sent in for your trip will be deposited into the Launch account designated to your trip, and a tax-deductible receipt will be sent to your donors.

C. How will I know how much money has been received? – Participants have online access to their account information.  Website (https://home.wol.org/intranet/reachout/), user name and password are included in the acceptance letter.  Periodically we will send you a hardcopy printout from our Launch office showing all contributions received for your project code. This will provide you with the names and addresses of each contributor. Be sure to write a thank you note to each person as soon as you receive the list. Please check the printout against your own personal records, and be sure to let us know immediately if you find any discrepancy.

D. When must all money be received? – Airfare money generally needs to be in your account two months before your departure. All other money needs to be in your account 1 month before departure.
E. How should the money be sent in? - Make sure that the checks are made payable to Word of Life and enclose a support slip which specifically designates this money to your project code. We will send you a sample support slip to be copied precisely. In the memo section of the check it should have the word “Launch”. If supporters should give you CASH, please do not send it through the mail. Convert it to a personal check or money order and make sure the name and address of the donor is in​cluded. Please do not hold checks or cash to send in later. It is important that supporters receive receipts promptly and that we know the account status. Please be sure to give instructions that all contributions be made payable to Word of Life, designated to your project code and mailed to: Word of Life Launch, Box 600, Schroon Lake, NY 12870. Canadian funds can be mailed to Word of Life, R.R. #8, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 5W4. Canadian dollars will be converted to US dollars at the US bank rate of exchange on the date of the transaction.

F. What happens if more money comes in than I can use? - Since the money is given and receipted for a Reachout– Launch missionary trip, the IRS requires that it be used for that purpose. 

1. You may use it for reimbursable trip-related expenses as outlined under item VII. A2
2. You may request that it be credited toward going on another trip next year.
3. You may designate it for another needy participant to meet the basic cost of the trip.

G. What happens to the contributions if I do not go? - In the event a participant raises contributions in excess of the trip expenses or cancels, the money is utilized in the missionary endeavors of Word of Life. All money is donated solely to Word of Life and financial disbursement is at the discretion of Word of Life. However, (under a one year time limit) you will be given the following options after all itemized administrative expenses have been deducted:

1.
You may request that the balance be credited toward another trip next year for you.

2.
You may request that the balance be designated to another needy participant this year or next.

Note: If none of the options outlined in either F or G are requested, the balance of the funds will remain in the Launch account to be used as needed.

VIII.
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

Flights can be scheduled from the airport of your choice. 
1. Generally two months prior to your departure date, if sufficient funds are available, a suggested airline schedule will be secured for you.

2. You will be asked to review the dates and costs.

3. You will then be asked to give a ‘Consent to purchase’ to the Launch office.
4. Any alterations after the ‘Consent to Purchase’ and the ticket purchased will be your responsibility.

5. Any charges related to changes that YOU make in the schedule must be paid by you at the time of change and will not be deducted from your account. However, these charges could be turned in as a reimbursable expense providing your account can support it.

6. It is important to arrive on the Thursday night, before the term actually starts on Monday.  There will be a      

general orientation session before you settle into your teaching routine.

7.    At the airport, you will need to go through customs and immigration.  When filling out the paperwork to enter 

       Taiwan please write “TOURIST” in the box that asks for the Reason/Purpose of your visit and use the

       following address:



2F, #1 Daen St



Xituin District

 

Taichung Taiwan 40758


Phone: 0936-628-695


8.   A WOL staff member will meet you at the airport.  They will be waiting for you in the waiting area directly

      outside of the baggage claim doors.  If you do not see anyone, please stay in this area until the WOL staff

      member locates you.  If you have waited more than 30 minutes please use a local pay phone to dial the cell

      phone number above. The staff member will bring you to your living quarters in Taichung City, where the                                        

      school is located.  This trip takes approximately 2 ½ hours.  
IX.
PACKING
A.
Baggage Allowance
1.
Checked Baggage 
(Since airlines weight limits and cost per check-in are changing almost weekly, you must check with your specific airline before you go for current limits and charges!)  Most airlines say that you will be allowed to take two personal pieces of checked luggage. Some airlines are now charging $50 more for a second checked bag (suitcase).  Each piece of luggage must not exceed 50 pounds and 66 inches (length + height + width). 

2.
Carry-on Baggage

Please double check all the airlines you will be flying with before departure on weight restriction. Most airlines in addition to the above, you can carry on one flight bag, or a back-pack. Carry-on luggage should not exceed 45 linear inches or 9 x 14 x 22 in combined dimensions (length + breadth + height), weigh no more than 20 pounds and must fit under your seat or in the overhead rack. Keep in mind that you will be required to handle your own luggage, so don't take more than you can manage. 
3.
Planning to visit another Asian country on the way to or from Taiwan?  

If you plan to travel to another Asian country, there is a weight limit total of 44 pounds.  You can have as many bags as you would like, but the total cannot exceed 44 pounds.  There is the option of shipping boxes back home.  

B.
Important Luggage Information
1.
It is the law to have identification inside your luggage, and it is a safeguard against lost luggage should the outside tags be torn off. Tape a card on the inside of your luggage with your name and address on it.
2.
Airline regulations now require that all luggages remain unlocked for security checks.

3.
A lot of luggage looks alike, so make sure there is some identifying feature on the outside of your suitcase (besides your name tag) to help you identify it.
C.
Recommended items for your suitcase - PACK LIGHTLY...Some people tend to pack as though they were leaving for a lifetime. To these people, especially, we address this section. Don't buy everything new “for the trip.” Bring clothes you have worn, washed and know are comfortable. Please keep in mind that the maximum weight of each bag must stay within the approximate 50 pound weight limit. You may want to add a few souvenirs, so please allow for that as well. It might be a good idea to do some practice packing of your lug​gage to make sure that you are within the allotted weight limit and that you can personally carry all of  your luggage without the help of anyone else. 
D. Packing Tips

1. What you bring you will carry; therefore, do not bring more than you can carry.

2. Pack tightly so your clothes don't slide around. Place heavy items next to the suitcase hinges so they won't crush your clothes when the suitcase is upright.

3. It is best not to take any pressurized spray cans, as they may explode in flight. However, if you must take them, they should never be more than three-fourths full (example: hair spray, deodorant, shaving cream, etc). This allows for pressure changes. Pump-type hair spray would be best.

4. Leave behind expensive jewelry, formal attire and any electrical gadgets that are heavy.

5. Transfer all liquids to flexible plastic bottles and tape the lids. Then wrap those containers in a zip lock bag or another plastic bag.  This allows for pressure changes without leaks or breaks and the bottles themselves are very light.  The plastic bag helps to mimimize the damage if one of the containers does leak.
6. Unsealed perfume, nail polish and shoe polish are best packed away from the clothes. It only takes one leak to ruin a wardrobe, so it's worth a little extra care.

7. Zip Lock bags are extremely useful for packing lingerie, stockings, shoes or a damp washcloth. They also provide additional protection around bottles and tubes or cosmetics and medicines. They weigh next to nothing and keep their contents clean, tidy and easily recognizable.

8. Radios, CD players, laptop computers, PDAs or cell phones (if they work internationally) can be brought, however, these create great theft potentials!

9. Make a checklist of everything you pack and keep it in your money belt. This is necessary for any lost luggage claims.
E. What to Pack


1. Small items: You might want to bring: 
( Shampoo
( Conditioner
( Beauty aids
( Medication


 
(Some brands available to buy are: Pantene, Head & Shoulders, and Dove, but they will be expensive)

2. Food: You are expected to provide your own meals on the weekends beginning with the evening meal on 
    Friday.  Taiwanese have wonderful breads, fresh fruits, vegetables and meat available year round, and there are 
    many markets within walking diestance.  Some easy-to-make foods that you may have trouble finding are: 
    Instant soup, cereal/health bars, decaf coffee (instant is available), decaf tea, Equal, artificial sweetener. 


3. Gifts: Giving small gifts to friends, teachers, or students is common.  You may want to bring small gifts or 
    prizes for your students (coins, bookmarks, stickers, something American or small gift item from the Christian 
    bookstore). 


4. Accessories: Bring a briefcase, book bag, or backpack.  You’ll be carrying materials between buildings and 
    from your home to school. 


5. Remember to leave extra room in your suitcase if you plan on buying gifts or souveniers to take back with you.  
    Another option would be to buy a suicase after you get here for the trip home.  They are inexpensive and come 
    in all sizes.
F.
Sleeping Gear – Everything is provided by SYME including sheets, blankets, towels, etc.
G.
Laundry – There will be washing machines available where you will live, but no dryers.  Metal hanging racks will be provided for drying clothes.  

H.
Electrical Transformers – You will not need any type of transformer or electric plug adapter.  Taiwan operates at 110 volts which is the same as the U.S.  
X.
HEALTH MATTERS
A.
Medication - Doctors and dentists will be available on the field. We have contact with good hospitals in all locations. Have your doctor give you a prescription to carry with you in the event your medication is spilled or lost. 
B.
Health Records - All participants must fill out the health form and return it to us. This will provide us with sufficient information for overseas travel. Two copies need to be carried on the field as outlined in section III. Item c.
C.
Medical/Accident Insurance - On your health form you will be asked for the name and address of your insurance company and your policy number. Please check with your company immediately to determine if your emergency medical coverage is “world wide”, “overseas”, or “out of the USA”. Word of Life will have a supplemental short-term overseas insurance policy on you as well, which is included in the trip cost. In addition to emergency medical insurance this policy includes repatriation, medical evacuation, security assistance, etc. The office needs to note in your file whether your insurance policy is effective internationally or limited to the USA.
D.
Immunization Requirements - You may be reimbursed for immunizations on your expense report if sufficient funds are in your account. We suggest that you consult your personal physician regarding the precautions (Diphtheria/Tetanus, Hepatitis A and B vaccinations …) he or she recommends you take before traveling to the country where you will be ministering. (T/D shots are effective for up to 10 years).  
E.
Water – You will have bottled water available in your apartment or dormitory at SYME.  
XI.
PRACTICAL LIVING
       A.
Transportation

1. SYME has a small car for those with international driving licenses.  An international driver’s license can be      

obtained at your local AAA for a minimal fee (if you have a valid US drivers license).  These small cars are handy for getting to COSTCO, and going to church. Carpooling is the best way to go.  However, these cars cannot be used for long trips, such as Taipei.  Many of  the street signs are in Chinese, so directions are learned by memorizing landmarks. 



2. Taxis are also available.  Normal cost for a taxi to church, the bus station, or shopping area is about $4.00.   
    Since so little English is understood or spoken, SYME has provided written Chinese directions to SYME  

           vicinity, which will enable a taxi driver to get you home.     


3. Long distance trips during the weekend (Taipei or other areas of interest) can be done by bus or train. Teachers 
    are encouraged to make plans with one or more students when they go sightseeing. Students are normally 
    delighted to travel with their teachers and make wonderful travel companions. Possible destinations might be to 
    Taipei, cultural performances, museums, palaces, and amusement parks.  

        B.
Classroom Dress – Tuesday through Friday is business casual in the classroom.


1. Men: shirts with a collar and casual “Dockers” style pants


2. Women: dresses, skirts and slacks for ladies.  Khaki pants are popular with our teachers.


3. We would ask that you NOT wear sweat pants, exercise pants, or T-Shirts during class time.


4. Shorts finger-tip in length, jeans, and sweat pants are permitted outside of class time.

5. All clothing should be neat, and modest/nothing patched, torn, tattered or tight; ladies should not wear clothing that is form fitting, see through, or with low neckline.  Also skirts and dresses should be at least knee length (including slits).  No hats in classes, meetings or meals.  

        C.
Shoes


1. Bring comfortable walking shoes for all occasions because you will do a lot of walking.  Teachers walk between 
    classes as well as back and forth to their apartments.  Be prepared for many stairs.  Dining room, chapel areas, 
    some classrooms, and some apartments are on the second and third floors.  Our school building and some 
    apartment buildings do not have elevators.  Roads are rough and dirty.  These are good 
reasons to consider 
    whether or not you should bring your best dress shoes.  


2. You might want to consider bringing a pair of shoes that slip on and off easily (loafer type).  If you spend much 
    time in Asia, you will appreicate the utility of this style of shoe.  

3. In a restaurant, or visiting a home: You will be expected to take your shoes off at the door.  Don’t worry about  
    your feet getting cold.  In these situations the floors will be heated.  


4. In public access buildings: You will wear your “outside shoes” inside of most public access buildings such as 
    the school and at church.  If you are not sure if you should leave your shoes on or off, simply look around the 
    doorway.  If you see shoes on the ground, take yours off.  If not, you can walk right in.


5. At home: You might want to have a comfortable pair of slippers to wear.  Your “outside shoes” should stay in 
    the designated area at the door. 

6. Socks & Slippers: Bring good socks and plenty of them, especially if you will be here in the colder months.  
    You will especially enjoy having easy slip-on slippers to put on after taking your shoes off at the door. 
       D.  Winter Clothes/Seasons 

1. Offices and classrooms are not centrally heated, so layering is advised.  Bring a warm coat, scarf, gloves, 
    sweatshirts, fleeces, sweaters, slacks and raincoat.  You will want warm shoes as well.


2. Seasons: Taiwan has two seasons and has similar climate to Florida.  July, August and September are the hottest

    months with temperatures in the high 90’s and high humidity.  It begins to cool off in October and a light jacket 
    will be needed at times.  November will be pretty comfortable with a light jacket needed on most days.   By 

January, and through February temperatures will be between 40-60 degrees Fahrenheit.  There is no centralized   

heat in the buildings and the temperature is very damp so it is good to dress in layers.  It begins to warm up in March and April with a light jacket needed once in a while.  May brings warm temperatures 60-80 degrees Fahrenheit and rain most days.  
       E.   Lodging


1. Apartments for married and retired teachers are furnished with linens, basic kitchenware, kitchen appliances, 
    coffeepot, iron, etc. Electric current is 110 (same as US).


2. If you are a single teacher, be prepared to live with the students in an apartment. You will be provided with your 
    own room, a small refrigerator and place to hang your clothes.


3. If you are a married couple, married traveling alone, or retired, you will be provided with an apartment 
    
    either by yourself or as a roommate of a staff member.


4. Showers may or may not have tubs. Drains are in the floor, so the entire bathroom gets wet and water drains 
    down the floor drain. Usually plastic slippers are used in them.


5. Each apartment and dorm is supplied with bottled water for drinking and making tea or coffee. Although tap 
    water is not polluted, Taiwanese do not drink the tap water. They use it for cooking, washing vegetables, etc. 
    Classrooms, dining room and SYME office areas also have these water containers.


6. There is a recycling system, so use containers or plastics bags to separate paper, plastic, glass, cans and food 
    garbage. There is no pick-up service. You take your items to specified areas that are located every few blocks. 


7. There are security locks on apartments and school buildings. It is safe to walk in the SYME neighborhood, even 
    at night. If you prefer, you can leave your passport and air tickets in SYME office secure box.

       F.   Communication


1. Everyone on staff, including teachers, are provided with a cell phone or “hand phones” as they are called here. 
    Please carry this with you at all times. It is our main method of maintaining communication.


2. Phone cards are available for purchase as well. It is much easier to call home from Taiwan than for someone 


    else in the USA & Canada to call here. There is also a method of calling from an Internet source as well.


3. Internet access is also available for staff and students at the SYME offices Monday-Friday.  Teachers              


    are provided with computers with Internet Service.    

        G.   Shopping


1. There are small Taiwan markets near the school that provide fruits and vegetables, can and jars of fruit, peanut 
    butter, sugared breakfast cereals, milk, yogurt, eggs, and snack foods.


2. There are also 7-Eleven stores within the neighborhood.

3. Carrefour, which is like Wal-Mart, is within approximately a 10 minute walk from school. 

        H.  Dining






1. The dining room is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner from Tuesday breakfast through Friday lunch. 

    Teachers are expected to provide their own meals from Friday evening to Monday evening.


2.  In the dining hall, North American breakfasts are served: cereal, milk, eggs, fruit, toast and yogurt. Lunch 
     and dinner are Chinese meals featuring rice, meat, and vegetables and many times soup. Food is NOT spicy. 


3. Volunteer teachers are encouraged to eat with the students as much as possible to get to know them, and to help 
    them in their spiritual growth.  It’s also a good time for students to practice their English with native speakers.

         I.  Church
1. There are a couple churches which are English-speaking, attended by both North American and Taiwanese      
     families, including teachers, missionaries, and other ex-pats living in Taiwan.        

       2.  Dress is generally casual to dressy. A suit coat is generally not needed for men.

3.  Bible studies and church functions are also available to attend.

J.
How You Can Be Contacted? Our home office in New York will know where you can be contacted at all times. In case of emergency, first try to contact Word of Life Launch office in Pottersville, New York (518) 494 6362/6360. If it is after work hours or on weekends, call Dave McClain at (518) 791-4217 or Matthew Melville (518) 494-6361/(518) 534-3700.  Launch staff will know how to get in touch with you while you are on the field. 
Participants, we also need to know your emergency contact and their phone numbers while you are on the field.

TENATIVE PACKING LIST
WE RECOMMEND YOU BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS
___
Launch SYME Handbook

___
Bible for quiet time and classes

___
Travel alarm clock

___
Lightweight jacket

___
Business casual clothes for class
___
Undergarments 

___
Pajamas

___
Washcloths (towels are provided)

___
Toiletries (hair stuff, toothbrush, deodorant, soap in a plastic box)

___
Umbrella or waterproof raincoat (Especially April, May and June)
___
Anti-bacterial wipes or waterless hand sanitizer

___
Flip-flops for shower

___
Personal drink container with lid

___
Clothesline, clothespins, or plastic hangers
___
Camera & film
___
Kleenex & toilet paper (travel size)
___
Underclothing money belt (no fanny packs)

___
Necessary medications

___
Slip on house slippers
WHAT NOT TO BRING
___
Traditional playing cards

___
Tobacco, alcoholic beverages, or drugs

___
Switchblades or weapons (even fake)
WHAT YOU MAY WANT TO BRING
___
*Laptop Computers, PDA’s (If you bring a computer, we recommend you also 

bring your installation software and drivers  just in case you computer has a problem while you are here.)  
___
Sewing kit (in your checked luggage)
___
Flashlight

___
Addresses and e-mail addresses to keep in contact with home

Specific questions should be addressed with the WOL contact personnel in Taiwan (see below).  Launch participants are encouraged to communicate directly with SYME for ministry information, specific packing need, etc.
SYME Information

· SYME homepage: www.wolsyme.com
· SYME e-mail: cb4asia@gmail.com
· Your address in Taiwan will be:

2F, #1 Daen St

Xituin District

Taichung Taiwan 40758
· Chris Steiner cell calling from the US: 011-886-936-628-695  Home: 011-886-4-2299-3242
US Phone # that rings into our apartment in Taiwan (614) 441-4473 (we are 13 hours ahead of EST)
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